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The iMPA is a one-year, 60 ECTS  postgraduate programme in English specifically 
designed for Public or Non-Profit Sector executives who want to acquire the 
management skills and analytical capabilities necessary to reach leadership 
positions.

Building on IDHEAP’s 30 years of experience in executive education, this highly 
interactive and collaborative programme combines lectures, case-studies, sharing 
of best practices and field research. Trainees will gain a sound understanding of 
key management and policy analysis issues, develop their leadership and strategic 
thinking capabilities and will have unique opportunities for networking and 
interacting with high-level academics and practioners from a wide range of cultures 
and professional backgrounds.

The international MPA at IDHEAP: 
the key to a successful career 
in the Public Sector and Non-Profit Organisations  

IDHEAP graduates

IDHEAP’s alumni network includes hundreds of decision-makers and senior 
executives, such as the Mayor of Zurich, the General Director of the International 
Institute of Administrative Sciences, the Chief of Human Resources at the United 
Nations Institute for Training & Research or the Director of the Swiss Federal 
Office of Public Health, among others. 

IDHEAP recent clients / funding bodies

European Union, Council of Europe, International Olympic Committee, Revenue 
Department of Thailand, Office of the President of Ukraine, Organisation 
internationale de la Francophonie, Union of European Football Associations, 
Madagascar Ministry of Finance, Swiss State Secretariat for Economic Affairs, 
Kosovo Ministry of Public Administration, City of Kinshasa, City of Geneva, etc.

Admission requirements and applications

Please go to www.idheap.ch/impa or contact: international@idheap.ch             
 

Why study in Switzerland?

A highly attractive and open university system, with the third highest percentage 
of foreign students in the world and 40% of foreign professors.

An economy consistently ranked among the top three most competitive in the 
world.  

Higher education institutions highly ranked in all major international rankings. The 
third highest number of Nobel prizes in proportion to the population.

A major diplomatic hub, hosting the European headquarter of the UN and more 
than 250 leading international organisations and NPOs.

A public sector regularly ranked among the most efficient in the world.

A neutral, peaceful and multicultural country, respectful of cultural diversity.

An outstanding quality of life, one of the safest countries in the world and a 
remarkably preserved natural environment.



iMPA Curriculum IDHEAP: the Swiss excellence centre in Public Administration & Management 
teaching, research and consulting

The only Swiss university institute fully dedicated to teaching, research and 
consulting in Public Administration/ Management, established in 1981 by EPFL 
(one of the world’s leading technological universities) and the University of 
Lausanne.

Funded and recognised by the Swiss Confederation and fully accredited by the 
Swiss authorities (OAQ) and at the European level (EAPAA).

Representing Swizterland in major international networks and institutions, such 
as the International Institute of Administrative Sciences (IIAS) or the Network of 
European Schools and Institutes of Public Administration.

An experienced faculty with both a solid academic background and an extensive 
field experience either as senior executives or consultants, regularly consulted 
by leading Swiss and European organisations.

A medium-sized institution (14 professors, 80 staff, 600 students), with 
supportive academic staff keen to remain approachable.

A central and convenient location, in the international Olympic capital and 45 mn 
from Geneva and its numerous international organisations.

Prestigious international partnerships: Chinese Academy of Governance, 
Quebec National School of Public Administration, Sun Yat-Sen University School 
of Government, German University of Administrative Sciences, Portugal National 
Institute of Administration, Renmin University of China, to name a few.

30 years of experience in Public Management teaching and executive education.

Six core courses covering the major fields of Public and Non-Profit Management:

- Strategic Management in Public and Third Sector Organisations
- Evaluation, Performance Measurement and Control
- Financial Management of Public and Non-Profit Organisations
- Information Systems and Statistics
- International Public Governance and Multi-Level Governance
- Comparative Public Policies.

One advanced course in Policy Analysis.

One methodology course + methodological tutoring for the whole duration of the 
programme.

One language course (English, French or German).

A nine-month consultancy or research project leading to a professional report 
delivered to a client organisation (capstone) or to an academic dissertation.

All courses (except language courses) are taught by IDHEAP’s experienced 
professors (all of whom have extensive management or consulting experience), 
supported by high-calibre practitioners (public or NPO managers, senior policy 
analysts or consultants).


